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had been rigid and conventional. The twi
walked up and down arm in arm, the Prino
joking with Mark about a reference he ha(
made to His Highness in one of his books
The ' royal memory/ whether coached or not
worked its usual charm.
Meantime publishing went on in America
There was the book, The American Claimant
with a play made out of it, that brought in ;
lot of money. Then there was a new Ton
Sawyer story published in St. Nicholas in 1893
1894, and later as a book. It was callec
Tom Sawyer Abroad, and is interesting only a
illustrating the failures of genius. In this stop
Tom and Huck and Nigger Jim start off in j
(highly) dirigible balloon, cross the Atlantic
and ' fool around' the Sahara Desert. Th<
whole setting is about as unconvincing anc
pointless as if we had a sequel story in which
let us say, Sherlock Holmes becomes a county
clergyman, or Mr. Pickwick joins the army anc
heads a cavalry charge in the Crimean War
Another sequel, Tom Sawyer, Detective, is a littl<
happier, the scene at any rate being laid wher<
it belongs.
And all this time, though he didn't realize it
Mark Twain's fortunes were moving toward:
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